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Roman writers on farming, including Hesiod, Xenophon, Aristotle, Pliny, 
Columella, Palladius and the Geoponica. There are also notes from old and 
rare English books on the subject and occasionally from other more modern 
sources. In some cases one might wish that more notes had been given, since 
the editor had the material so easily at his command. Many more quotations 
from Vergil might have been used in the body of the book, where they would 
have been of interest at least to the general reader. On page 250 the reviewer 
would have given a reference even to Kipling's story, "The Cat That Walked 
by Himself." 

Moreover, the editor is a practical farmer. The notes in which are 
described customs and practices prevailing in various sections of this country 
form an important part of the work. 

There is a good introduction on the lives and writings of the two authors, 
and an article of four pages in length giving a list of those passages in which 
Vergil was clearly under obligation to Varro. 

The volume is a distinct contribution to classical scholarship and also to 
the literature readily accessible to the intelligent farmer. The reviewer wishes 
it a wide circulation among scholars, farmers, and others. Even to the modern 
giver of luncheons and afternoon teas in her brain-racking search for "new" 
and wonderful concoctions the book should prove a real blessing. How many, 
for example, have ever tried this recipe for must cake ? "Sprinkle a peck of 
wheat flour with must. Add anise, cumin, two pounds of lard, a pound of 
cheese and shredded laurel twigs. When you have kneaded the dough, put 
laurel leaves over it and so bake." Who knows but that shredded laurel twigs 
are as appetizing and nutritious as shredded cocoanut? Also, the silver- 
tongued campaign orator, who wishes to prove that we have no reason to 
complain about the increase in the cost of living, may find here some facts of 
value to his argument. Do all of our economists know that at Rome in the 
first century before Christ an egg of a pea fowl sold for $1 . 00, and a pea fowl 
itself for $10. 00 ? At that time a pair of pigeons sold for $10. 00, $50. 00, and 
even $80.00, while later the price advanced to $200.00! Thrushes, also, sold 
for 60 cents a piece. 

The book is printed on excellent paper, with the headings of the pages and 
a few initials in red. The binding is in imitation vellum, with the title printed 
in gold, making a book unusually attractive in appearance. 

The reviewer hopes that the translator will soon give us an equally valuable 

edition of the works of Columella. 

M. N. Wetmore 
Williams College 

Stoics and Sceptics. By Edwyn Bevan. Oxford: Clarendon 

Press, 1913. Pp. 152. 

Greek scholarship in England has in recent years been usefully, but perhaps 
excessively, preoccupied with the study of primitive religion in the ancient 
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world. Such investigation has thrown welcome light on obscure features of 
the imaginative literature and the art of Greece, and has contributed valuable 
data to anthropological science; but a book like Mr. Bevan's Stoics and 
Sceptics shows that there is still room for study and exposition of the mature 
speculation of the Greeks on the origin and destiny of the world and on the 
appropriate direction of human conduct. The theories which Mr. Bevan 
discusses arose in an age whose complexity resembles that of modern times more 
than any other period of antiquity; its doubts and difficulties were not unlike 
our own. Mr. Bevan explains and criticizes the Stoic and Sceptic doctrines 
with an appreciation of historical conditions and a freshness and incisiveness 
of style which we have learned to expect in English work. 

The first of the four lectures presents vividly the personality of Zeno, the 
founder of the Stoic school, a teacher of Semitic origin who made the forms of 
Greek logic the vehicle for something of the earnestness and vehemence of an 
eastern prophet. The main motive of Stoicism was practical: the provision 
of some deliverance from the dominion of fear and desire over the individual 
life. But the Stoic rule required justification in a theory of the universe, and 
this in turn demanded a theory of knowledge. The strength and weakness of 
Stoic epistemology and metaphysics are discussed in the second lecture, 
together with the ingenious doctrine by which the conduct of the Stoic wise 
man was governed. The third lecture is devoted to the modification which 
the teaching of Zeno and Chrysippus underwent at the hands of Posidonius 
and other eclectic philosophers at the end of the Hellenistic period; the fusion 
of Stoicism with mystical doctrine, derived mainly from Platonic and Pytha- 
gorean sources. The Sceptic criticism of the dogmatic theories of which 
Stoicism was the most important in late Greek and Roman times is discussed 
in the last lecture. The logical flaws of any system of dogma were easily 
pointed out by the Sceptics. But whatever might be its speculative value, 
Sceptic philosophy was practically a failure, because of its entirely negative 
character. It contained no guidance for action in a world where action is 
continually demanded, and for this reason its opposition to Christianity proved 
hopelessly ineffective. 

Mr. Bevan's book is unusually free from technicalities and will attract 
many readers who are repelled by some of the more formal treatises on Greek 
philosophy. 

Sidney N. Deane 

Smith College 



Collected Studies in Greek and Latin Scholarship. By A. W. 

Verralx. Edited by M. A. Bayfield and J. D. Duff. 

Cambridge University Press, 1913. Pp. vi+376. 
The late Mr. Verrall was certainly not without honor in his own country; 
the present volume is one of many indications of the esteem in which he was 



